
 Greetings, Jets! 

 What an amazing week!  Last night we watched our Lady Jets cap off 
 another undefeated season with a victory over Riverside in the 
 championship game.  We had an incredible assembly on Wednesday 
 where our students and staff learned about gratitude and some of us 
 were able to play in a wheelchair basketball game.  Last Saturday our 
 chess team took first place in their tournament at Jeff High.  Today we 
 get to do one of my favorite things of each month: honor our Students 
 of the Month in our family meeting.  We had the primary meeting this 
 morning and will have our intermediate meeting this afternoon.  I 
 cannot tell you how impressed I am with our primary students' 
 behavior this morning.  They were phenomenal. 

 We have several big things coming up in the next few weeks.  If you 
 are wanting to attend the holiday meal with your child on December 
 11, forms and money ($5 cash or check) must be turned in by Monday, 
 November 25.  We WILL NOT be able to accept late orders.  I also 
 need the correct names of the visitors listed on the forms, if for some 
 reason the names sent in are not who is coming, please email Tabitha 
 by the end of the day Monday (tchevalier@gccschools.com) with the 
 updated names.  Monday, December 2nd is our Celebrations Around 
 the World event.  The event will officially kick off in the cafeteria at 
 5:30 (we ask that students arrive at 5:15).  At the conclusion of the 
 Parade of Nations, we will have family events going on throughout the 
 night, the book fair will be open, and concessions will be sold.  Other 
 than the parade that kicks off the event, the night will be a come and 
 go as you please event from 5:30-7:30.  Additionally, the book fair will 
 be open during the week for family members who are not able to 
 attend the event on Monday.  However, guests MUST sign up ahead of 
 time (link below) and bring a valid state issued ID with them to be 
 allowed in the library during school hours. 

 Next week is a short week as school will not be in session on 
 Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.  I will be at a conference in 



 Indianapolis Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday next week, so you likely 
 will not hear from me again until December.  I want to take a moment 
 to thank everyone for welcoming me back to Utica.  This has been a 
 wild semester, but I could not be more proud of our students and staff 
 for all of their hard work, and I could not be more grateful for the 
 incredible support that our families have shown our school.  Thank 
 you!  I hope that everyone gets to enjoy some quality family time over 
 the holiday weekend.  From my family to yours, I wish you a happy, 
 healthy Thanksgiving. 

 It is a great day to be a Jet! 

 Best wishes, 

 Josh 

 Office staff contact information: 

 Joshua Emily, Principal - jemily@gccschools.com 

 Autumn Zelli, School Administrative Manager - azelli@gccschools.com 

 Casey Trump, Administrative Assistant - ctrump@gccschools.com 

 Tabitha Chevalier, Office Assistant and Attendance - 
 tchevalier@gccschools.com 

 Book Fair 



 Our book fair will be here December 2- December 6.  We will have our 
 book fair available Monday night as a part of our family night.  However, if 
 you are not able to attend Monday and want to shop the book fair with your 
 child, you are welcome to come in during your child’s library time that week. 
 Everyone who is coming in during the school day must have a valid state 
 ID with them. 

 You may use this link to sign up to shop.  Dec. 2024 Book Fair Shopping 
 Sign Up 

 You may use this link to add money to your student’s eWallet.  Book Fair 
 Homepage 

Book Fair Flier December 2024.pdf

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xf3DglGhPNnKSip_8jbxfgV3xCzubhGh/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uWqma3kXiAH9Sf-fchBd33tYpjIS8aCzMICoIAQFj7E/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1uWqma3kXiAH9Sf-fchBd33tYpjIS8aCzMICoIAQFj7E/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/uticaelementaryschool1
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/uticaelementaryschool1


 Holiday Meal 



 On Wednesday, December 11, we will be opening up our cafeteria and 
 gymnasium to our Utica families who want to come enjoy a meal with their 
 child. The cost of the meal will be $5 for all visitors (no refunds will be 
 given).  A note went home last week with a form to RSVP, and digital 
 copies can be found below.  We ask that all RSVPs (with the correct names 
 and money) be turned in by Monday, November 25 so that our cafeteria 
 staff has time to order.  We will not be able to accommodate late orders. 

Holiday Meal PDF.pdf

Holiday Meal Spanish.pdf

 Boys Basketball 

 It is time for boys’ basketball to get started.  Below is the schedule for 
 intramurals and tryouts.  Forms were made available to students today, but 
 here is a digital version as well.  3rd grade intramurals will start on Dec. 4. 
 Students must have a signed permission slip and have Final Forms filled 
 out in order to participate.  Final forms costs $5 a year, (students who 
 participated in a sport previously this school year do not have to pay again). 
 Tryouts for all 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders will begin on January 9th. 

Utica Boys Basketball Permission Slip - 2024-2025.pdf

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z5C0RcQ-WnpLk1YY8OhTV-igHZana5qL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kgc1IZYuU9xle7NG46hVXB8nVNLqg768/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZpWmZbHvhrbHa8NUdfLAV2q_HCoNdvBz/view?usp=sharing




 Celebrations Around the World Family Night 

 On December 2, we are having a Celebrations Around the World family 
 night.  We will begin with a parade of nations that the classes have been 
 studying at 5:30.  After that we will have some fun literacy activities, 
 demonstrations, and choir performances.  Additionally, our book fair will be 
 open.  We hope that you can join us for a fun night. 





 Upcoming Theme Days 

 ●  Student Council has some fun themed days for the last week of Qtr 2 
 ●  March 7: Wear orange for multiple sclerosis 
 ●  April 4: Wear blue for autism awareness 



 Reminders: 



 Office Reminders 

 ●  If you have a transportation change, please call the office prior to 
 3:00. 

 ●  Students may not be dismissed from the office nor from After Care 
 after 3:10 until car rider dismissal ends around 3:40 

 ●  If you call the office during dismissal (3:10-3:40) we are unlikely to 
 answer the phone, but you are welcome to leave a message. 

 Child Abuse and Child Sexual Abuse Education 

 Child Abuse and Child Sexual Abuse Instruction, IC  20-30-5-5.7 

 o  By December 15, 2018, and each December 15 thereafter  o  Public Schools, including charter schools 
 and accredited nonpublic schools 
 o  Age appropriate, research and evidence based instruction  on child abuse and child sexual abuse required 
 for students in grades k-12  o  Instruction may be delivered  by a school safety specialist, school counselor, or 
 any other person with training and expertise in the area of child abuse and child sexual abuse.  o  Resources 

 Karen Wesely  |  Director of Elementary Education 
 Administration Building  |  2112 Utica Sellersburg Road  |  Jeffersonville, IN  47130 

 812.283.0701  |  kwesely@gccschools.com 

 November 2024 

 Parents/Guardians: 

 This month, your child will receive lessons designed to prevent child abduction and child abuse. 
 The links to the materials being used in GCCS elementary schools this year are listed below. 

 Grade Level(s) 
 Material 

 Delivery 

 K-2  Lessons 1-5:  Kidzsmart 
 Lesson 6 on  Surprises vs. Secrets 
 Lesson 7 on  Uncomfortable Touch 
 Video Resources:  Video Resources 

 General Safety Lessons 
 are the Kidsmart 1-5. 

 Lessons 6-7 are used for 
 abuse prevention. 

 3-5  Lessons 1-5:  Kidzsmart 
 Lesson 6 on Surprises vs. Secrets:  Surprises vs. Secrets 

 General Safety Lessons 
 are the Kidsmart 1-5. 

mailto:kwesely@gccschools.com
https://www.missingkids.org/content/dam/kidsmartz/pdfs/KSEduKitGradesK2v30.pdf
https://www.missingkids.org/content/dam/kidsmartz/pdfs/Grades_K_2_Surprises_vs_Secrets_EN.pdf
https://www.missingkids.org/content/dam/kidsmartz/pdfs/Grades_K_2_Uncomfortable_Touch_EN.pdf
https://www.missingkids.org/education/kidsmartz#videos
https://www.missingkids.org/content/dam/kidsmartz/pdfs/KSEduKitGrades35v30.pdf
https://www.missingkids.org/content/dam/kidsmartz/pdfs/Grades_3_5_Surprises_vs_Secrets_EN.pdf


 Lesson 7 on Uncomfortable Touch:  Uncomfortable Touch 
 Video Resources:  Video Resources 

 Lessons 6-7 are used for 
 abuse prevention. 

 All public schools in Indiana are required to provide age appropriate instruction on child abuse 
 and child sexual abuse to students in Kindergarten through 12th grade. It’s important that 
 children hear the foundations of safety in these areas both at school and at home. If you have 
 any questions or concerns regarding the delivery of these lessons, please contact your child’s 
 school. 

 Sincerely, 

 Karen Wesely 

 Road Closure 

 Utica Sellersburg Road is scheduled to be shut down in phases starting 
 Monday through December.  We are asking families that live north of HWY 
 62 to use Gottbrath Parkway if at all possible to help alleviate traffic. 

 Spirit Wear 

https://www.missingkids.org/content/dam/kidsmartz/pdfs/Grades_3_5_Uncomfortable_Touch_EN.pdf
https://www.missingkids.org/education/kidsmartz#videos


 November Menu 



 Aramark (Cafeteria) is Currently Hiring 

 We currently have openings in our cafeteria.  If you are interested in 
 applying for a job with Aramark, please use the following QR code to get 
 more information or give us a call. 





 Yearbook 

 Nightly Reading at Home 

 One of the most important habits to establish with your child is reading at 
 home on a consistent basis.  This can be reading with a parent, reading to 
 a sibling, or reading independently.  The evidence that supports a direct link 
 between reading at home and success in school is overwhelming.  Any 
 help to establish a positive reading routine with your child would be greatly 
 appreciated.  As a general guideline 4/5 grade students should be reading 
 a minimum of 20-25 minutes a night (Monday-Thursday) while a K/1 
 student should be reading 10-15 minutes a night.  I know our students and 



 families are busy throughout the week, so while nightly reading is the goal, 
 trying to reach our weekly targets by reading more on some nights and less 
 on hectic nights is a great plan.  Some classes may be using a weekly 
 reading note while others may be using a monthly calendar.  Regardless of 
 how you track the reading, please help us by carving time out of your 
 child’s busy schedule to prioritize reading either independently or with a 
 family member.  Establishing this routine of both reading to and with our 
 students and talking to our students about what they read is a great way to 
 encourage their love of reading, strengthen your connection with them, and 
 put them on a path of success. 

 K/1: 40-60 minutes a week 

 2/3: 60-80 minutes a week 

 4/5: 80-100 minutes a week 

 Attendance 

 Indiana attendance laws have changed.  It is incredibly important that any 
 time a student is going to be absent, whether they are going to the doctor 
 or not, that you call the front office to let us know about the absence. 
 Please help us by calling as soon as possible.  We prefer those calls before 
 10am when we start making calls about absences.  I truly appreciate your 
 help in this matter. 

 Helpful Links 

 Utica Handbook 2024-2025 

 Student Rights and Responsibilities 

 School Supply List 

 School Calendar 

https://ues.gccschools.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/24-25-Board-Approved-Handbook-UES.pdf
https://nwes.gccschools.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Student-Rights-and-Responsibilities-2023-2024.pdf
https://www.gccschools.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Utica-School-Supply-List-2024-2025.pdf
https://www.gccschools.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/2024-2025-School-Calendar.pdf


 Important Dates 

 ●  December 2 - Celebrations Around the World (5:30-7:30) 
 ●  December 2-6 - Book Fair available during students’ library time 
 ●  December 11 - Holiday Meal (Parents are invited to join us for lunch) 
 ●  December 14 - Winter Craft Fair/Meet and Greet Santa 9-1 
 ●  December 20 -No Preschool 
 ●  December 20 - Class Parties 
 ●  January 20 - No School -- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 ●  February 17 - No School --Presidents’ Day 
 ●  April 11 - Elementary Art Show Reception 
 ●  April 10-13 Elementary Art Show 
 ●  May 2 - No School -- Oaks Day 
 ●  May 6 - No School Election Day 
 ●  May 7 - PreK Celebration 
 ●  May 13 - Field Day 
 ●  May 16 - Field Day Rain Date 
 ●  May 21 - Last Day of School 

 Joshua Emily 

 Principal 

 Utica Elementary School 

 210 Maplehurst Drive 

 Jeffersonville, IN 47130 

 812 288-4878 

 jemily@gccschools.com 



 "Practice creates confidence.  Confidence empowers you." 

 --Olympic Champion Simone Biles 


